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An Overture for Efabliſhing of 
Bibliothecks 1 every Paroch 
throughout this Kingdom. 


þ is as eſſential to the nature of Mankind to be deſirous of 


Knowledge, as it is for them to be rational Creatures, - for 
we (ce no vuther end or uſe for our Reaſon, bue ro ſeek 
| out and (earch for the Knowledge of all theſe things of 
which weare Ignorant, Por #his ſore travel hath God given to the 
{ons of men, to be exerciſed therewith, That being bora Naked, 
Indigent and Ignorant, we ſhould beforced to enquire by the help 
of Reaſon, into the Nature and Knowledge of all theſe things 
which areabout us, and to Invent and PerteR all (uch Arts and 
ManufaRories, as are neceſſary for the ſupport of our Lives, All 
which things are ſo numerous, and the ways of attaining to 
the Knowledge of them (o difficult, loog(ome and uncertain. that 
it would be buta very (mal\ Degree. even of the meaneſt Att or 
Science, whichany man could attain unto by his own patticular 
Study and Obſervation, it he were deſtitute ofall theſe Helps we 
receive from others, by Word and bedogy, 

Therefore to jacilitat this ſore Travel, God hath endued Man- 
kind with a Faculty of Speech, whereby they may Teach and 
Communicat to one another, all ſach Knowledges and Obſerva- 
tions as ſhall be found out by any one of them; that ſo everyone 
ſtudying a part, and contributing the ſmall Mite of his Obſer- 
vations itito the publick Stock, they might at length adyance 
Kaowledge and Learning to that -Degree, which Humade Nas 
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(4) 
ture in this lapſed Eſtate is capable of, And that there might be 
ſome conſiderable Progreſs madein this Work at fiſt, God did 
beſtow upon the firſt Men long Lives, with vigorous Imaginati- 
ons and ſolid Judgments, that- thereby they might both Acquire 
zreat Stocks of Knowledge and Obſervations, and might convoy 
them, or commanicat them to many Degrees ot their Polterity, 

But Mea abuſing this Bleſſing of tong Life, and exerciſing 
their Thoughts only upon Evil and that continually: God in his 
Juſtice, was provoked to ſhorten their Lives, and to confound 
their Languages, whereby this way of conveying Knowledge by 
Word of Mouth, and Tradit:on became very imperfeR, and ly- 
abſe to many Inconveniencies * and therefore that theſe Means 
of encraaſing Knowledge, and of ſearching out all the Warks of 
God might be ſtill continued amongſt Menz Godin his Infinite 
Mercy,was graciouſly pleaſed to teach Men a new Way of com- 
municating their Thoughts and Words, by Writing ; which he 
did when he did writethe Law with his own Finger,upon the two 
T ables of Stone in Mount Sina, that thereby Men might more 
eafily and univerſally communicat their Obſervations to all the 
reſt of Mankind, and might mote certain)y preſerve them to all 
Poſtetity. 

By this Artof Writing, Knowledge and Leatning were very 
much advanced, till Books became ſo numerous, and the way 
of writing with a Pen being both dear and ſlow, Students could 
acquire only a (mall number of them, whereby many Books were 
negleRed and loft, and Learning came to a ſtand, and then ac 
length fell into a great Decay , for Men turned their Wits and 
Studies, rather ts colle& and underſtand the Wrirings and Opi- 
nions of the Ancients, than to enquire into the Nature of the 
things themſelves, in ſo much that all Philoſophy was turned in- 
to the Opinions of 4riftetle, and Plato; and all Theology was 
lodged in the Opinion of the Church, or in the Popes Injallibi- 
lity, Yea, Ignorance prevailed to that Degree, that it was en- 
couraged and preached vp, asthe Mother of Devotion, os at 
'eDgtn 
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length Printing, 'which is a wore” eaſy, ſptedy and cheap way 
than Writing, was [nyenred 3. which remedied all theſe [o on» 
ventencies of Writtag,and ſo recovered Learning at-its laſt Gaſp, 
out of its long contiqued 22d almoſt "fatal Decay, - Since which 
time,Learning hach ciken-on'as it werea new growth; and though 
it be not as yet recovered in (eyeral Parts, yet 'mady Arts and 
Sciences are adyanced to a far greater Degree, than what they had 
attained unto amon-.;ſt the Ancients, From all which Courſe af 
Providence,” we-may clearly perceive, that itis the Will aud De» 
ſign of oor Lord and Maker, that by fore Travel,we: ſhould ſearch 
out and know all his wonderful Works, that we' may. Admire 
and Adore his Infinite Wiſdom, Goodneſs, and other PerfeRi» 
ons in them. As alſo, we may perceive rhat a fnll and univer- 
ſal communicating of -our Thoughts and Obſervations to one ag- 
other, *is the nece{ſiry and ordinary Means appointed by Gad, 
wheteby we may Atrtain unto this nitural Knowledge , - fo thar 
whatſoever Inconveniencies do obſtruft this,'{ree and. univerſal 
communicating our Thoughts and InſtruRions to one- anether, - or 
do hinder Students from Artaining the Knowledge of all that hath 
been Diſcovered before them, muſt of neceflity wuch retard the 
Adyancewzent of Learning, and hinder the Encreaſe- -of Knows 
ledge amongſt us; and therefore do deſerve our (ſerious Thoughts, 
and utmoſt EnJeayours to remove them, Some of theſe Incopg- 
veniencies are, 1, Books ate ſo vaſtly multiplied, and do ſo en- 
creaſe dayly, thar moſt part of Seudentgeither- want Money to 
buy any mederat Colle&tion of chem , or 2ly, they wane Conve- 
nience to keep them, for 'Bobks are very troubleſome. to Tranſ- 
port from place to place , or 3/y,they haye them not im due time, 
while they are young and-free from Cares ; for aiter a Manis ſet- 
tled in the World, then the Cares of his Family, and the Aﬀairs 
of his Calling, do ſo take up his Mind. that he can have no time 
nor heart to ſtndy. 4, The Money that is beſtowed upon Books 
muſt be looked upon as loſt y and this certaioly is a great Diſ- 
couragement. 5, Many Books which a Student ſhall happen ro 
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(6) 
buy, will after peruſal, be fund Kettle worth, at leaRt for his pur- 
poſe, whereby he is lamentably diſappointed, and loſeth both 
* his Money and time, 6, We live at much - diſtance from theſe 
{famous Towns where moſt part of Books arg Priated, that there 
ate many uſeial new Books Printed which we never hear of, and 
theſe we hear of, cannot be brought home to. us without greac 
Expenſes and Trouble. 7; Although a Student had all the Ad- 
yantages that can bereaſonably expeRed in oneman, yet he cqn- 
not Acquire all the Books in the World, that may relateto the 
SubjeR he ſtudies, and ſo he will ſtill be uneafie and ſuſpicious, 
that there may be ſomething worth his Knowledge in theſe Books 
' He wants, And itis not to be expeRted, that any man can ad- 
vance or improve any Att or Science. to a full Degree, till 
fit he have a full and comprehenſive Knowledge of all chat hath 
been written and diſcovered of that SubjeR betore him: and 
therefore-ccompleat and free Libraries are abſolutely neceſſary for 
the Imp:oving of Arts and Sciences,and for Advancing of Learns 
1ng amongſt us, 

For etteQuating of this, and for remeding all the fore- nimed 
JIaconveniencies, it is modefily conceived with ſubmiſſion to bets 
ter Judgments, that the Founding and Maintainiag of Biblio- 
thecks in every Paroch within this Kingdom, will be amolt cef- 
fetual means, for thereby a Student will have compleat Librzries 
within a few Miles of the place where he ſhall happen to reſide, 
out of which he may eaſily furniſh himſelf from time to time, of 
a}! forts of Books fir for his- purpoſe without Money, ard that in 

- is yourh,” while be hath health and -ſ{trevgth to Study, and 1s 
free from the cares of the World, neither can be be troubled with 
uſeleſs Books, ſeing he may preſently return them to the Biblio- 

+ theck and take others 3 and Laſtly, Theſe Libratics to a tew years, 

' will be full and compleat, being furniſheg, not. only with all the 

- valuable and uſefull Q1d Books in apy Artor Science,bur allo with 

all the valuable New gooks, fo ſoon as ever they are heard of or 
lcen in- the World, as will clearly be demonſtrat VO. 
: e 
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The Method and particulars ok E think neccflary for this 
Founding and Maintaining of Bibliothecks in every Paroch 
throughout thjs Kingdom, are theſe. 
_ 1#, A convenient place in every Paroch muſt be ſet a part 
and fitted for keeping of Books. 
2lz, Every preſent Miniſter muſt give in all his Books, to the 
Bibliotheck of his cwn Paroch, at the ſight of the Heretors of 
the Paroch, who ſhall cauſe rank them conform to their volumng, 
and hall ciuſe take exaft Alphabetical Catalogues of them, with 
the place where, and the time when they are Printed, of which 
Catalogues, there muſt be four principal Coppies ſubſcribed by 
the Miniſter and Heretors of each Paroch; whereof one Copy (bal 
be kept by the Miniſter, as an obligation upon the Paroch «ill 
he be payed for his Books, another ſhall be kept by the Heretors 
ia alitle Chiſt in the Bibliotheck, that it may be an obligation 
upon the Reeper of the Bibliotbeck, to be anſwerable for all theſe 
Books ; the third muſt be keptin the Bibliotheck openly, thac 
any Heretor of the Paroch, or Miniſter of the Presbyterie may 
get adouble of it when they pleaſe, and the fourth Copy ſhall 
be ſent to the principal Library at Bdinburgh,. to kept there for 
leveral uſes, 
3dly, For avoiding all debates and difficulties, that may ariſe 
between Heretors and Miniſters in valuing theſe Books, it will be 
fit that ſome Miniſters and Heretors be appointed todraw out a 
general Catalogue ofallthe Books in the Kingdom, out of thoſe 
particular Catalogues that ſhall be ſent in to Edinburgh from e> 
very Paroch, and to ſet a certain price upon each Book ; which 
general Catalogues with the price affixed to each Book, ſhall be 
Printed and diſtributed through every Paroch of the Kingdom, 
conform to which Catalogue, the Books ia every Paroch ſhall be 
valued t. or there way be laid down ſomegeneral rules for valuing 
of Books at ſo much per Sheet, and ſo much for Binding, 
4ily. When any Mioiſter hall die, or be removed from one 
Kick toan other, thea he or bis Heirs or Aſſgacys, ſhall have 
right 


right to all the Stipends of that Paroch to which he gave in'his 
'Boaks, ay and while hebe payed of heir full value conform - to 
: the Catalogue - and the Miniſters of the Presbytery ſhall ſupply 
that Kirk during that time, but if the Parach cannot convenient» 
ly want a Miniſter ſo long, then the ſucceeding Miniſter ſhall 
want fuch a proportional part of the Stipend as (hall be-thought 
fit, which ſhall be payed yearly to the firſt Miniſter, his Heirs 
or afligneys, till the full value of bis Books be payes. : 
 gihly. Where the Kirks are vacant, the Miniſters of the Preſ- 
__ with the Heretorsof the Paroch, ſhall have power to bee 
Ow all the vacant Sipends of that Kirk, upon ſuch Books as they 
ſhall chink moſt fit and neceſſary for the Bibleotheck of that 
Kirk | 
6thly, Each Prexbyterie ſhall endeavour to be a compleat Li- 
brary within it ſelf, that is, they ſhall endeavour to have one 
Copy at leaſt, of every valuable Book extant in fome one- Biblio« 
theck or other within their bounds z wherefore it will be neceſſar 
that all the Miniſters in onePresbyterie, compare theirCataloguee, 
and conſider of what Books they have more Coppies then are 
ricedfol amongſt them 'and what Books they think uſeful, of 
which they have nq Coppies at all, that they may exchange the 
Books they have for theſe they want, conform to the value {et on 
each Book by the general Catalogue, 
7thly, The keeper of the Bibleotheck, who may be the Reader 
or School-maſter of the Paroch, moſt find caution to the Miniſter 
ind Hereiore, to be faithful in keeping the Books, and in pre- 
frrviog them from all inconveniencies 3 and he ſhall not lehd' out 
any Book but to an Heretor ofthe Paroch, or to a Miniſter of 
the Presbyteric, or to ſuch per ſons refiding within the Paroch as 
ſhall find ſufficient caution for-all the Books they get ont of the 
Library, and he ſhall take obligations from them all, that they 
ſhall reſtore the Books in good coudition, and within ſuch a ſet 
time as may be ſufficient for reading the Book, but within ohne Mo- 
neth at fartheſt; that fo an Heretor may not defraud the reſt # 
tne 
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the dſe of any Book, And for nceing the Tmbazling the 
Books of thir Libraries, it is fit there be a note written uponthe 
reverſe ofthe Title page, and on the laſt leaf ofeach Book Sub- 
ſcribed-by the Miniſter, OO that the Book belongeth to the 
Bibleotheck of ſuch a Paroch, fo that wherever any Bock ſhall 
be fonnd wanting the Title page and the aſt leaf, it may be fuſe 
pected to be ſtolen from the Libraries, and 'ſo:'may be confiſcat 
to their uſe. 

gthly, It will be convenientthat there be a Book binder ineve- 
ry Presbyterie, tobind all the Books rhat belong to that Presby? 
- tefie, for which -end he muſt be provided with a Houſe, and all 
rhe 4t6ſtruments fit for his Trade, and with ſome ſmall Stipend 
yearly to maintain him and then whatſoever Booke he ſaall bind 
he (hall be payed only for the matererials, but nothing for his 
work 3 or the keepers of the Bibleotheck or Miniſters Servants 
may be taught to bind Books, and may eafiely bind all the new 
Books that ſhall be' given in tochat Library jn Sheets 

gthly. It will be convenient that all the Bibliothicks in the 
Kingdom obſerve the ſame/method of ranking and placeing their 
Books: which method may be to rank the Books according to 
their name and number, in the general Catalogue, which'name 
and number muſt be-written upon a piece 'of paper, and battered 
to the back of the Book, or to ſome leaf of it, that it way be 
eaficly ſeen and read, byany perſon that comes into the Biblios 
thick, that ſo Miniſters or Students, when they ſhall happen to 
remove from one Paroch or Bibliothick to'another, they may not 
be at a loſs where to find any Book, for by this method they will 
pereſently know in what place" ever y, ogk ſhoutd ſtand, | 
| Theſe ace all the particulars which I think neceflary for the 
preſent for founding of Biblioth ick*ia every Paroch, but for the 
maintaining and promoting theſcit will be neceſſary further, that 

10thly, One Moneths Cels to be payed yearly, tobe ſettled as 
a Fond for buying and Printing, all ſuch Books New or Old, as 
ſballbe Jadged valuable and m_— to be. diſtributed —_ 
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of Ki andevery BAock + in ahe Kingdom ſhall pet « 
py © eyery Book that Tiga, rinted; the, one. halt of this 
Gre. Th muſt be payed by Heretors conform to their 
| Velyationg, the other hall itby the Miniſter confarm.to the pro- 
: porions of, their S jpends, 
x1-bly, This Money or Fond muſt be entruſted to ſome hone@ 
Perſon or Perſons, who ſhall therewith RreRt -a Printing-Houſe, 
and Pap<r ManufaQtory, and ſhall ſettle and mainrain a Gozreſ(- 
pondence with. all the Prigting prefies abroadtbronghout Europe, 
_ ſhall bring home ſome Coogies of all the Books that ſhall be: 
Priated, as ſoqn. as poſſible, avd ſhall - Re-pript all ich Books 
whether New or Qld, az (þall be jadged fitting, as worthy to be 
difkributed through the Kingdom , ond they fhall be oblidged to 
give up Ace-mgts how the Money is beſtowed, from time totime 
ra ſuch Miniſters and oghers, x yl! be appointed to receive, and 
examine the ſame,  - 
12thly, A Commiſſian of the General Aſſembly muſt be ap- 
poipred, to Reviſeall the New Books that are brought home from 
tima tq ns and to give ſome ſhort Account of them in Print, 
or to employ ſach perſons as they ſhall judge moſi fie for that 
Work. : 44s} to Keviwe all the Old Books, and to determine what 
Books hall- be P Paioted overy Menalb, and to receive and ex- 
amige the Prigters Agagmp ta 
Ka ia Md gdh I think wi Le bod Looks and — 
eliablifbing, promoting iot 1a every Paroc 
a p< - Lv da LI + apron Ob- 
; 6a: be mage agaioſt 249 JN b--: 
"it ſhall he gaia( A hecnd, Article, by ſome 
of the. pacſear Migiſtem, tine tiſehey. ſhall happen hereafter to be 
removed from theje parach to another, they will be at a great lols- 
os want ofthele Boaks, with which they have been accuſtomed 


a lPng tuae 
This is. ably anſwered,: for when a Miniſter is removed from 
Qne paroeh tg anmber, he willimaddiatly have a right to ; 
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er ableaf@ 2 part :o{\the $eipends of that paroch, til} he be pay 
far bis Books; and then with that Money he may buy w 
Books he thinks-moſt neceflary for himſelf, and give in tothe 
Library ofthat other paroch to which he fhal be Tranfptanted,and 
be payed for them after his removal. | 
- it may be further Obje&ed by the Miniſters, that when the 
publick is Debitor, it-is fometimes difficult ta get payment z but 
this Objection is graundtefs here for ta this cafe the pubtick is not 
Debior, But every privat man is Debitor for his proportion of the 
vagegnt Stipends, ta the Miniſter bimſelfh or bis Heirs and Afﬀige 
geys, ay and while he be payed forall the Books he gave in tothe 
Ribliotheek of that paroch. 

But that which ſhould move the Miniſters to comply willing 
with this Apticle is, that thereby they both recain the uſe of their 
Books, and alſo ſecure the value of them, to themfetves or their 
Heirs, whereas otherwife they might be loſt or Sold for very lutle 

lt may be ObjeRtcd by others againfr the tenth Articlte,that one 

| Moveths Cefs, which amounts to 72co00 pounds Scots by year, 
will be too great a Fond far buying and printing of Books yearly 

Tothis | anfwer, that if ic be tqo great it muſt be ſo, either in 
reſped of the Books it will bny and print, or inreſdeR af the Pere 
/ave- that may-payir; but it isnot too great in reſpeF of the Books 
iewill buy-and print, but rather too little, for the printing of an 
lavge Book as the five volumn: of Pooly, Criticks upon the Bible 
will more than exhauſt all 5 and rhen what ſhal bring home New 
Books aud Re-print them, and what ball maiatain the Corref- 
pondenee withall the printing places in Enrope. | Y 

Neither is it too great in reſpet of the Per/ſors that muſt pay it, 
for the halfof it which is to be payed by the Heretors, iy only 
the 120 part of their valued Rent, and their vaſugd Rent is Ote 
dinarly byt the third part of their real Rent, ſo that an Heretor 
of one thoufand and two bundted pounds Scoge of valued Rent 
whieh is commonly 36ao'pounds of real Rent, ſhall pay only tea 
paunds Scar yearly, for maintaining and promoting . of theſe 
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Bibliothecks, And certainly it would be very unworthy of aoy 
Geatleman of ſuch aReat, to grudge the Paying of ten pound 
Scot: yearly when for it, he,hisChildren and Tennenes may have - 
the free uſe of awell furniſhed Library,and of all the new Books & 
Gazets ſo ſoon as ever they are Printed. And I believe moſtpare 
ofGentlemen beſtow more than this Proportion of theirRents upon 
Books yearly,& yet are but yety inſufficiently provided, Yea, ma» 
ny Noblemea and Gentlemen beſtow more upon News y ſo that 
this halt Months Ceſs will be no new Burden upon the, but a 
more eft;Rual and profitable way of beſtewing that Money upon 
Bopks and News, which now is Expended to little or no purpoſe, 

As tor the other half Months Cels which is to be payed by the 
Miniſters, certainly none of chem will. grudge at it, .ſeing any 
Miaiſters Share of it (evea although it were divided amongſt them- 
by equal Parts) will amount only, to 36' pounds Scets, which is 
not ſo much as the yearly Annualrent of that Sum, which now 2. 
Miniſter muſt neceſſarly be ſuppoſed to beſtow upon Books, before 
he can be any way tolerably furniſhed for his Studtes. For ſuppoe' 
fing there be 1000 Miniſters in Scet/and that ſhall have Libraries 
for their own uſez then each Minifters Shate of this 36000 pounds 
Scots, will beonly 36 pound, which is only the Annnalrent of 
600 pound Sts + and I believe thereace few preſent Miniſters, 
but have beſtowed o ore than this Sum upon Books, ſo that the 
half Months Cels upon them, is aot co be looked upon as a Bur- 
then, but asa way to preſervetheir Money ,- ſeing by this Mes 
thod, the yearly Annualrent of a (mall Sum of Money, will fur- 
niſh them with a compleat Libraty,and incomparably more Books, 
than both the Stock and Annualrent of a far greater Sum can do 
otherways. | notes 

But further, chere are ſeveral other Conſiderationvs which may 
make the Miniſters willing condeſcend to this Articles 'for either 
chey may ' prevail with che king & parliament to ordain this 


. 


half Months Ceſs to be payed out of the Biſhops Rents, or to lay 
it 0g upon the Teinds of the Kingdow, which do juſtly belong 
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e of the fort honed 
\haoly pony 1 on Þrealar ofthe Wark fea fk Reific 


free. his Miniſter. of his Propartion of it, But th 


ol ha one fc at t prefeqt, yes « Thcks.of: thd Tein 
ont FOR ha hn the whe Ki wil be-fufficiently pros 
t only. to pay 45 rt eſs, byteven topiy rhe 


free the Herezors their "0 a. ---:., 
abs Hopd. wH becoo firels, 
hg iti6vo 
| 1nnieg; yet 4ewi 
ot be « for we wa be that Rowe wA a6til] built in:one 
day , anditis demopſtrable,that theſe Libraries will by ehis Fond 


in a few mew bac very great and confideraþle,ſs that the ve- 
BY compare Fitch the moſt famows Libravies 
in. in ſde Fol For tha Ford wilt Print aipe or ten Sheets 1of 24+ 
h is enough foragy mantdreads and this to Yherrs 
caply 4 WT be 3000 Sheets yearly, which will be ny large Vo- 
Tumns of 300 Sheets to wy Vdumn 4, fethitin x00 years, this 
Bd Fr of ee 'olumas , conſtng of three kad d. thoiw- 
roche Lb ” which with zhe Books.chat will be givenin 
x9. rf Ber + time to time, fry the. and Hererots, 

bye ack to-comprehead all 'the yaludble Beoks extafic, 
ut further, chis Degrocof PerfeRioa, in theſe Libraries; m4 T- 

\ muck ſ60ner Wntdiged, | if the King pod Parliamene. iba!” c 

;.co Augrege this Geſs upon the Hergtare for ſame years, orfor 
THOree of lome ſele& Books , or if a more eaſie 2nd fpeedy way 
nting can be Invented than what. is gow in uſe,” which I am 


perſwaded ed mhay be doas, i men of Seafe were encouraged to ipply 
them(elves unto it, 


LaRly,ir may be objeRedthat the different Perſedfions amongt 
Mi ni Loney marall this WorkzBur'ic isan{wered; That though 


HOLE ay 
may beo 


iereat-Perſwifonramongh Miniſters, may obfiruR the free 
bewreny and —__ of Books amongſt them, yet chat aeeds 
e ſextliag and increaſing of the Biliorheoks 


— — © - 


4 every Paech, or to the _ their Jhaxes Le” > 
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t emoſt neceſſiry, MY wp 
| at hath 'beenſaid, I hepe is ſufficient 'ro convince any man, 
thav hewiswoidficul'ycin this Work, 'if webe willing to' tee a- 
bour-it;>'-Therefore 1 FAT it che next-place, Hy befo* FU (oe 
Confiderations taken, 1, From the: 'Advantzgioufdeſs of the 
Work, 2, 'From'the Hegoutableneſsotir, Ang 3, Prom the 
Duty ahat l« es vpon-us to Provide our M ailters in 41 ghings ne- 
callary toctheir Minty; whithimiy ſefyefor Arguimebeyto per- 
if\gade-2)t perſons wiltiobly ah#:corolv1fy Yo'(et ibout this Work, 
- +11. This Eftablifhing of Bibliothecks if everyParoch, will riot 
*only remedy the totementioned [nconveniencies and: Difficeleleh 
of Students, but 1t-wi}l be ſeveral-ways Advantageous tothe Coun- 
wey,.: For 1- 18'will be a confidetable MintfaRoty,* tod [will 
Maiatain miny: People at Work, © 2; Tr will keep! all that” aco- 
Bey. inthe Kingdom; which' now'gves out for buying: of-Books 
arid Paper..: 3. Ir will encoucage yonng Men to follow their Seu; 
#iecs jntheir own Countrey, and- thereby prevent: their ſpending 
their Fortunes &brodd 4 and-many other-confidera-teFtbranyehis 
-encies that |young Men are-expoſed virwin AO Ja 
Je. wilt allure and'prdyoks Gentlerk&tf to beftdwitheir pare Hos 
in reading of new: Books,' wWfth' may prove'a'pbod Means to re- 
ſtrain them from Gamiog'and Driakinz, by preventing 'that un. 
cate and: weariſomeIdlenels of Mind, which 1s the. Parent of 
.thede, 220d: many orhef Biiofmities; +5; Itwill in a ſhort time; 
catry awiy' the whole Trade bf Printing {rom all the reſt of Earope, 
; . Buc2, As-this Eſtabliſhing of Bibliotherks inevery Paroch will 
be Adysntageous, ſoit Will be- very Henourable to-this Coun» 
trey, Fort. We ſhall not only be the firſt and the onſv. Nati- 
'on far a whiles that (hal have this regular and uſefal plenty of 
'Books, Eut-2. Hereby all ſorts 6f Learding will. mightily en- 
creaſe and flouriſh amongſt us; and thongh we be not a great or 
.a rich People, yer we may bea wiſe and '2 learned People. Yea 
further, cheſe Libraries in ewo or three hundred years will be ſo 
- ll apd complex, that che moſt'Patwous and- Magnificent 'Librae 
G ries 
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ries inthe World, ſhal not ouedo the meaneſt Library in any Pa, 
roch of this Kingd: m, for numbers of valuable and uſeful Rooks, 
as hath been a/ready demonſtrar, 

3. lt ic be our Duty to provide our Miniſters with all things 
neceſſary for them as a competent Stipend, Manſe and Gleib, thae 
they being free trom worldly Cares, may have time to ſtudy and 
Inſtruct their People, Then cettainly it muſt much more be our 
Duty, to provide them with competent Libraries of the moſt 
uſeiul Books, ſeing without theſe they cannot ſtady, nor be fir- 
e.g tor InſtruRiog their People in the Truths of their 

118100, 

2s Seing God hath made all men by nature deſirous of 
Knowledge, urdcubtedly the ſatisfying of this defire, muſt be 
a conſiderable part of our natural felicity , for the' only delight 
of our Scu's, which are our bt:tter part, in which the Body 
doth not partake, is the delight She taketh in Knowledge and 
Contemplation, And ſeing God hath fo ordered it, that the 
moſt part of our Knowledge ſhould be communicat to us from our 
Fore«fathers, -and Contemporaries, eſpecially by their Books and 
Writiogs, It dothneceſſarly follow, that the eſtabliſhing and pro» 
moting of Libraries in every Paroch, whereby the uſe of all ſorts 
of Books may be rendered moſt free: and univerſa), and may be 
perfeAaly ſecured to all our poſterity, will be a very cfteQual 
means of increaſing Knowledge and Learning amongſt us, and of 
helping us, and our poſterity to ſearch out 21i the Works of our 
God, that we may admire and adore his Infinit Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs, in making them ſuch, and in ſo wouderfully diſpoling of 


| them for his own purpoſes and Glory, which ſeems to be one 


principal end, for which our Bleſſed Maker bath made us ratice 
ual Creatures: 

Theſe things being duely confidered, 1 hope what hath been 
ſaid will be ſufficient, to pexſwade all lovers, and encouragers of 
Learning, that this Toundjng and promoting of Zibliothecks ir 
every Paroch throughont this Kingdom, is both neceſſary and 
elle, advantagious _ our Iatereſt and our Daty. 
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